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BROOKLANDVILLE RAILROAD STATION

John A, Hatfield

Falls Road

Brooklandville, Md, 21022

private

This is an excellent example of late nineteenth century railroad
design, a building type constantly threatened with destruction.
It. is one of two structures which are the only obvious vestages of
an important part of the Green Spring Valley - The Breen Spring
Branch of the railroad. The building has been successfully
adapted to use as a private residence.
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These are excellent examples of late nineteenth century rail-

constantly threatened with destruction.
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In the nineteenth century, the railroad, more than any other single factgr,
exerted the greatest influence on the commercial and residential development
of the Green Spring Valley. Tt not only spurred economic growth but introduced
vacationers to the suitabilitv of the Vallev as a summer retreat. The importance
of this passenger service to the railroad led to the construction of numerous
depots or stations throughout the Creen Spring Vallev. Todav only two remain-~--—
one of which is the former Brooklandville Railroad Station, now a private
residence.

From 1835 to 1905. railroad passengers disembarked at the Brooklandville
Tavern, a privately - owned inn and tavern situated at the corner of Falls and
Fillside Poads. 1In 1905, the continuing upsurge in railroad travel prompted
the Northern Central Railroad, owner of the fireen Spring Branch, to acquire
land to build a suitable station house. Consedguently 2.50 acres were purchased
from H. Carroll Brown for $6259

A brick and stucco huilding was scon erected and was continously used
until 1933. At that time railroad travel was sharplv declining, no doubt strongly
affected by the depression, and the company was forced to discontinue running
trains through the Valley.®

Four years later the Northern Central deeded the land and the buildings
to Mrs. Sumner Parker, reserving the rights of the freight station and the
carload delivery siding?‘ Mrs. Parker owned an adjoining estate, "The Cloisters",
today a Baltimore City - owned museum and park. She remodeled the station
house intosa comfortable residence for her daughter Kitty and her husband
Willard Rouse.

Throughout the 1%940s and 1950s, the railroad made occasional use of the
Green Spring Branch, esveciallv during World War II. All service was officially
terminated on 15 December 1959 and the rails were gradually removed?: This
accounts for a 1968 deed from the Northern Central to Mrs. Parker transferring
to her (.67 acres for $1.00§'1&ﬁs was the portion of land containing the
freight station and car siding which the railroad had reserved for itself in
the 1937 deed and obviously no longer needed.

In 1972 the trustees of Mrs. Parker's estate sold the old station house
and 2.669 acres to John A. Hatfield, present owner of the former Brooklandville
Tavern, now known as the Valley Inn.®® This inn is an historic building already
listed on the Maryland Historic Trust and National Register. The Brooklandville
Railroad Station today is Mr. Hatfield's private residence.
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FOOTNOTES

iBaltimnre County Land Records (BCILR), Liber 283, fol. 566, Towson Court
House, Towson, Marvland.

£Martin K. Van Horn, "The Green Spring Branch-Site of the Lake Roland
Flectric Railway,"” (30 October 1962), pp. 2-3, from the files of the Baltimore
fmerican librarv.

3pCLR, Liker 1021, fol. 199, Towson.

)

HSee note 2.

§See note 3,

b1hid, BCLR, Liber 5596/ fol. 344.
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